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MINER S. 60WIN. 

1823-1918. 

Miner S. Gowin, son of Nathaniel Gowin and Sabry 
Gowin, was born in Wilson County, Tennessee, October 1, 
1823, was brought by his parents by covered wagon and ox 
team in 1827 up through Kentucky, across the corner of In- 
diana into the southeastern part of Illinois and then across 
the sparsely settled region of south-central Illinois until they 
reached the country now known as Jersey County, Illinois. 
Here the family located and the boy grew to manhood. 

In a short autobiographical sketch by Mr. Gowin pub- 
lished in the Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society, 
Vol. 9, No. 2, July, 1916, Mr. Gowin, speaking of his boyhood 
and young manhood days, says : 

" Sometimes on horseback, sometimes in old-style farm 
wagons, I travelled over the unbroken ground where the tfity 
of Jerseyville now stands. Many the furrow in the virgin 
soil I plowed, many the tree I felled, many the rail I split, 
many the day a cradle I swung to cut the golden grain. ' ' 

In 1846, Mr. Gowin was married to Miss Nancy Beeman. 
To this union ten children were born. Four of them died in 
infancy and childhood, six of them grew to manhood and 
womanhood as follows: Stephen L., now of Fulton, Mo.; 
Ellis M., drowned in 1901 near Buffalo, Mo., at the age of 51 
years; Nannie T., now Mrs. Walter Grundy (a widow) at 
Morrisonville, 111. ; Arnest E., residing at Morrisonville, HI. ; 
Orman G., now a resident of McCune, Kans., and Mary A., 
Mrs. Mary A. Gorman (a widow) of Muskogee, Okla. 

In 1868 Mr. Gowin moved to McCune, Kansas, and in 
1896 he and his wife celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniver- 
sary. In 1900 Mrs. Gowin died and was buried in McCune, 
Kansas. In 1903 Mr. Gowin was married to Miss Louise 
Campbell of Jerseyville, Illinois. They lived in Jerseyville 
two years and then removed to McCune, Kansas. In 1916 
Mrs. Gowin died. 
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Mr. Gowin returned quite often to Illinois, and in his 
ninety-third year, while on one of these visits, came to 
Springfield and paid a visit to the Historical Library. He 
always kept in touch with the progress and development of 
Illinois and personally knew many of her great men. 

At the Old Settlers ' reunion of Montgomery County, in 
Hillsboro, August 30, 1917, Mr. Gowin, then in his ninety- 
fourth year, was present. Mr. Gowin used to live in Bound- 
tree township, Montgomery County, and represented that 
township on the board of supervisors. With him on this 
occasion was his thirty-third grandchild. Stephen White, who 
was also present on this occasion, was a few months older 
than Mr. Gowin. 

The death of Mr. Gowin occurred at the home of his son, 
Arnest E. Gowin, Morrisonville, Illinois, July 23, 1918. 
Funeral services were conducted on July 24th, with a short 
address by Dr. Jerome Thompson and the body was taken 
for burial to McCune, Kansas. 

Mr. Gowin was a member of the Illinois State Historical 
Society and much interested in the work of the department. 



